The FERS participation rate continued its slow approach to 90%, increasing to 89.1% in February from 88.9% in
Hiahliahts January. Of note, participation among active duty members of the Uniformed Services reached an all-time high of
ghlig 43.1%. Initial monthly payment levels continue to reflect the impact of increased retirements at the end of 2015

and early 2016.
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Age-based & Hardship Loans
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*Active participants with no current contributions include non-separated CSRS and uniformed services participants who have terminated contributions or had them
suspended because of hardship withdrawal, participants whose employing agencies have not submitted their separation status, and beneficiary participants.

**|n addition to the initial monthly payments, 163,258 ongoing monthly payments were disbursed in February 2016.

**Participants may elect to transfer all or part of their single payments. If only a portion is transferred, each portion (cash and transfer) is counted separately.
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